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make no scruple to perform it. And God knows, it would
be an unhappy state, to have the religion, the liberty, or the
property of a people lodged in such hands, which however
hath been too often the case.

What I have said upon this principle of honour may per-
haps be thought of small concernment to most of you who
are my hearers : However, a caution was not altogether unne-
cessary ; since there is nothing by which not only the vulgar,
but the honest tradesman hath been so much deceived, as
this infamous pretence to honour in too many of their betters.

Having thus shewn you the weakness and uncertainty of
those principles which some men set up in the place of con-
science to direct them in their actions, I shall now en-
- deavour to prove to you that there is no solid, firm founda-
tion of virtue, but in a conscience directed by the principles
of religion.

There is no way of judging how far we may depend upon
the actions of men, otherwise than by knowing the motives,
and grounds, and causes of them; and, if the motives of our
actions be not resolved and determined into the law of God,
they will be precarious and uncertain, and liable to perpetual
changes. I will shew you what I mean, by an example:
Suppose a man thinks it his duty to obey his parents, because
reason tells him so, because he is obliged by gratitude, and
because the laws of his country command him to do so; but,
if he stops here, his parents can have no lasting security; for
an occasion may happen, wherein it may be extremely his
interest to be disobedient, and where the laws of the land
can lay no hold upon him: therefore, before such a man can
safely be trusted, he must proceed farther, and consider, that
his reason is the gift of God; that God commanded him to
be obedient to the laws, and did moreover in a particular
manner enjoin him to be dutiful to his parents; after which,
if he lays due weight upon those considerations, he will
probably continue in his duty to the end of his life: Because
no earthly interest can ever come in competition to balance
the danger of offending his Creator, or the happiness of
pleasing him. And of all this his conscience will certainly
inform him, if he hath any regard to religion.

Secondly: Fear and hope are the two greatest natural
motives of all men's actions: But, neither of these passions